
Deck with Benches

Find a secluded spot in your backyard or garden, and build this
small deck as a retreat—a place to read, relax and meditate. A
deck for these purposes need not be big—8'×8' square is a practical
size. Surround it on three sides with rambling Rugosa roses, which
will offer their benefits year-round: scent and blooms throughout the
summer, rosehips in the fall, and little if no maintenance. Rot-
resistant cedar or redwood will weather to a soft gray, blending with
the surrounding woods and plantings; or perhaps for that unused
damp area, choose pressure-treated wood and set the deck among
irises, grasses, cattails and other moisture-loving plants. The design
includes a U-shaped bench, just the right size to accommodate a 5'-
diameter table and an 8' umbrella. The two rear corners of the bench
allow ample space for large pots planted with shrubs or flowers.

MATERIALS
4 8' 2×8 #2 cedar for deck frame
2 4' 4×4 #2 cedar for deck frame posts
8 5' 4×4 #2 cedar for seating posts
3 1' 4×4 #2 cedar for step posts
4 8' 2×6 pressure-treated lumber for deck joists
2 8' 2×4 pressure-treated lumber for deck ledges
1 4' 2×4 pressure-treated lumber for step support blocks
1 12' 2×6 pressure-treated lumber for front step
26 8' 2×4 #2 cedar for decking and steps
5 8' 2×4 #2 cedar for seat frames



1 5' 2×4 #2 cedar for seat front
12 5' 2×4 #2 cedar for seat decking
2 18' 2×4 #2 cedar for seat ends
2 10' 2×4 #2 cedar for triangular seats
6 5' 2×4 #2 cedar for seat supports and deck cleats
2 lbs. 3" galvanized screws for deck

Deck
Since the deck will be built on posts, it is not necessary to make the
site perfectly level. Begin by screwing two 96"-long 2×8s to two 93"-



long 2×8s to form an 8'-square frame. (The front & rear pieces
overlap the side pieces.) Check for square by measuring the
diagonals, which should be 135¾" from the outsides. Mark the soil
directly below each corner, and dig four 30"-deep holes. Cut the 4×4
posts so their tops will be 1½" below the top edge of the deck frame,
and place them in the holes. Screw the deck frame to the posts;
check levels and backfill, tamping the soil down firmly. Dig two more
holes and install additional posts for the front and rear deck frame
pieces.



Locating the Seating Posts
On the front and back pieces of the frame, measure in 7¼" from the
corners and make a mark. Tie strings to temporary nails placed at
these points, and draw the strings across the deck frame from side
to side. On the side pieces of the frame, measure 18" from the front
and rear corners, mark and attach strings. Dig post holes where the
strings intersect, allowing 15½" of post to extend above the frame
and strings. Check that all the seating posts are at the same height
and in alignment, and backfill the holes.

Floor Joists
Attach four 2×6 floor joists to the 2×8 front and rear deck frame, 1½"
below the top so that the 2×4 decking will finish flush with the frame.
Attach an 86"-long 2×4 ledge to each side of the frame at the same
height, to support the ends of the deck boards.



Decking
Install the 2×4 decking, using 16d galvanized nails or 3" galvanized
deck screws. Screw short 2×4 cleats to the seating posts, to support
the decking where it meets the posts. Allow ¼" spacing between
deck boards—or about the thickness of a pencil.



Step



Frame the step by screwing a 13" length 2×6 to each side corner
post. Attach a short 4×4 post to support the open end of each step
frame. Nail an 8'-long 2×6 across the front of the step. Add another
4×4 post and 2×6 in the middle, and space six 2×4 support blocks
equidistantly apart. Nail the two deck boards to the support blocks.

Benches
1. The benches are built out of clear cedar or redwood, supported by
V-shaped braces and crosspieces. Cut 12 pieces of 2×4 15" long for
the crosspieces, and 12 pieces 9¾" long for the braces. Bevel the
ends of the braces at 45 degrees. Screw the crosspieces to the
outside and inside of each bench post. Fit the braces to the
crosspieces using 3½" galvanized deck screws. Counterbore and
screw the bottoms of the braces to the bench posts.
2. Drill ½"-diameter counterbore holes in the 72"-long 2×4 bench
framing boards, and screw them to the front and back of the seats.



Add 18"-long 2×4 end boards, and plug the counterbored holes with
½" plugs cut from a piece of the same lumber. Attach the remaining
four 2×4 seating boards, leaving ¼" between boards.
3. Build the triangular seats by attaching 15"-long 2×4 ledge pieces
to the inside corners of the three benches, and screwing 2×4s,
mitered at 45 degrees, to the ledges. Make a front edge frame for
the seats by mitering both ends of a 2×4. These seats add rigidity to
the main benches, and also define the spaces for potted plants.


