Why Protect Pollinatons?

Pollination is essential. Globally, over 80 percent of all flowering plant
species rely on or benefit from animals, primarily insects, for pollination.
These many organisms move pollen from one blossom to another, enabling
the plants to produce fruit, seeds, and the next generation of flowering
plants. Without pollinators, it would be impossible to maintain productive,
diverse natural plant communities and ensure the functionality of our
agricultural lands. Alarmingly, many recent studies indicate that insect
pollinator populations are declining in many regions, including the United
States and Europe. Some of the hardest-hit groups include bees, moths, and
butterflies, important pollinators for many wild and cultivated plants,
including various specialty crops. As habitat loss and degradation is a
primary driver of these declines, rebuilding wildlife-friendly landscapes is
more important than ever.

That’s where you come in. Gardening for wildlife is a fun and rewarding
endeavor. Now, more than ever, the choices we make in our own landscapes
matter. While such spaces can never replace pristine natural environments,
they can provide pollinators and birds with important food, nesting, and
shelter resources and help reduce the many impacts of habitat fragmentation
and urbanization. A growing body of research supports the wildlife
conservation benefit of these non-traditional lands. Private yards and home
gardens alone collectively comprise the largest percentage of green space in
most urban areas. Additionally, as the majority of Americans now live in
cities and their surrounding suburbs, yards and gardens offer tremendous
potential for each of us to make a difference.



