
 REMEMBER YOUR PETS
 

 Scenario: The buffeting of strong winds reinforces the reality that a
Category 3 hurricane is quickly approaching. Responsibilities at work kept
you from evacuating sooner. As your family begins tossing supplies into the
back of your SUV, you suddenly realise that you haven’t made preparations
for your cat and two German Shepherds. Taking them on the road will
introduce a number of difficulties, including being unable to bring them into
hotels or emergency shelters. Food, water, and sanitation are also big
concerns. Should you take them with you or leave them behind with what
you hope are adequate provisions?
 
Americans love their pets. Many even go so far as to consider them integral
members of their family. The thought of having to leave pets behind to an
uncertain fate during a disaster is emotionally difficult. And it should be.
Pets that are left behind often suffer terribly, either starving or dying of
dehydration. The single most important rule regarding pets is to never leave
them behind. This implies that disaster planning must include the needs of
your pets.

PRIOR PLANNING
 There are numerous actions to take to ensure your pets’ safety.



     •    Consider how the threats common to your area (e.g., floods,
wildfires) might affect your pets. Since many pets live outdoors, the
effects may be different than those on the rest of your family.

     •    Stock at least a 30-day supply of food and water for each pet.
     •    Take photos of your pets. These can be valuable if they become lost

and you need to put up missing posters or inquire at local animal
shelters.

     •    Keep up-to-date identification tags on your pets. In addition, consider
implanting under-the-skin microchips.

     •    Find a place to board your pet. This could be a veterinarian, kennel,
or friend outside of your immediate area.

     •    Supplement your first aid kit with a few additional supplies that
might be helpful to pets, including:

                   a digital “fever” thermometer (administered rectally)
                   eyedropper and syringe to administer oral medicines and flush

wounds
                   gauze and adhesive tape for bandages—don’t use adhesive

bandages on pets
                   hydrogen peroxide and Milk of Magnesia to induce vomiting

and absorb poisons (call 1-888-4ANI-HELP for assistance)

SHELTERING WITH PETS
 Some disasters require that you retreat to a secure location in your home,
perhaps in a closet under the staircase or an interior room away from
windows and doors—see Ready a Safe Room. If possible, you should bring
your pets with you into the shelter. If the animals are too large or
incompatible with one another, make other safeguarding accommodations,
such as a barn, basement, or garage. Your goal is to get them out of harm’s
way.

If you plan to bring pets into your safe room, supplement your stocked
supplies with pet products, including food, water, bowls, blankets,
bathroom pads, plastic bags, first aid kit additions, sleeping kennel or mats,
and cleaning/deodorizing materials.
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EVACUATING WITH PETS
 If you decide to evacuate, make every effort to take your pets with you. If
they are left behind, there is a very real chance that they will suffer and die.
Take appropriate pet supplies with you. These might include: food, water,
bowls, medications, veterinary records, vaccination certificates, litter and
pan, clean up materials, muzzles, tie-out materials, first aid supplies, pet
carriers, and leashes.

When traveling with pets, always keep them leashed, even if they
normally return to you when called. The stress of the situation may cause
them to become confused or frightened and act unpredictably. Also, write
your name, the address of where you will be traveling, and a valid phone
number on a strip of duct tape attached to the back of your pets’ id tags. If
they should become lost during transport, this will help animal services to
contact you.

Only registered service pets (i.e., those with current licenses and
certificates) are allowed into emergency shelters. For this reason, it may be
necessary to shelter your pets outdoors, such as in your vehicle. However,
never leave your pets unattended in a vehicle in hot weather. The
temperature inside a car can be many degrees hotter than outside, creating
an oven that will quickly kill your pets. It’s a good idea to identify hotels
and motels that are willing to accept pets that might be along your
evacuation route. Note that some hotels will make special exceptions during
times of crises, so be sure to ask.
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LEAVING THEM BEHIND
 There are a few situations in which you may have no choice but to leave
your pets behind, such as when being rescued by a helicopter or boat. In
those rare circumstances, you should take a few steps to improve your pets’
chances of survival:
     1.   Confine them to a safe area in the home, but do not tie or chain them

up.
     2.   Brace all the interior doors open so they can’t accidentally shut

themselves in a single room.
     3.   Leave access to plenty of food and water.
     4.   Raise the toilet seats and remove the backs of the toilets. Also, fill

the bathtubs with water.
     5.   Leave a notice on your front door with details about your pets, your

contact information, and your plans to return.
     6.   Return to care for them as quickly as possible. If you are delayed,

contact friends or family in the area to retrieve your pets.
Depending on the length and extent of the disaster, following these steps

may help your pets’ chances of survival. There are, however, no guarantees.
Many things can go wrong. Pets can become sick or injured, locked in a
room without supplies, or escape from the home. Also, pets that have been



left behind for long periods suffer emotional and behavioral problems that
are sometimes not correctable.

Setting your pets loose to wander the neighborhood is not a better
option. Not only would your animals be exposed to the elements, but they
would also be forced to forage for food and water—something that most
pets are not used to doing. Most dogs and cats are very domesticated and
require human care, affection, and interaction. They do not easily adapt to
surviving in the wild, and those that do are typically unable to be safely
domesticated again. Beyond the suffering that released pets must endure,
their wandering freely also introduces dangers to humans and other animals.

PET FIRE SAFETY
 If pets live in your home, place pet alert stickers on the front door (or
another conspicuous location). This helps to inform firefighters of the
number and type of pets inside. If a fire occurs when you are not at home,
the stickers inform firefighters that you home is not empty and that you
would like them to make every effort to rescue your pets.

Do not under any circumstances enter a burning building to rescue a pet.
For one thing, they may have already escaped. It would be a terrible shame
for you to die searching for a cat who is sitting outside on a neighbor’s
garbage can licking the soot off his paws. It should go without saying that
your life is more valuable than that of your pet. The loss and suffering that
your dependents and loved ones would feel far outweighs the benefit of
rescuing your furry friend.
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