
Chapter Nine

Caches
We have mentioned caches in a couple chapters in this book. I
consider caches part of your tactical survival plan. The first question
to come up is where do I cache something I will need later? Back
when there were fewer people this was fairly easy. Today, with what
seems like people being everywhere you go, once you decide on
your cache site, the first question should be if anybody is looking and
how you should hide it.

Generally, in rural areas it is pretty easy to determine if you are
truly alone. In urban areas, with buildings every square inch and
thousands of windows someone could be in with binoculars, it is
almost impossible to guarantee you are not being observed if you
are out on the street. Let’s look at some techniques that have
worked in the past. We will start with the biggest population areas
first.

Caching in an Urban Area
Caching in any urban area is difficult in the respect that it is generally
covered in concrete. On the other hand, there are thousands of
buildings, vacant lots, yards, and parks that could be used. If your
survival location is in an urban area, you may be able to cache close
to or at your survival location. From a tactical standpoint, this would
possibly be your best option. However, the thought of most looters
would be that everything is in the structure, and no thought of an
outside cache would even enter their minds. Let’s look at buildings in



the heart of the city. The first rule of caching is to remember where
you put it.

Places to Consider

•   Wooden stairs—If you pry up a wooden stair, there is generally a good
gap under the stairs where anything of moderate size could be stored. The
requirement is that nothing should show that the stair was pried up, and it
should be secured so it is as stable and tight as the other stairs. There is
also a chance the wood may be pried up for fuel if it is a hard winter, and
your cache could be discovered.

•   Air conditioning and heating ducts—These have been used all over the
world for hiding contraband and family treasures. The attic or cellar would
be the best places to cache anything. In upper rooms would also be good
if a duct with a grate was present. If the duct is a vertical duct, the cache
material could be hung down into it with a rope or cord. The cord needs to
be securely held by a screwed in eyebolt or equivalent, and some trash or
other camouflage material needs to be used to conceal the cord.

•   Boilers—Many older buildings have large boilers for heating the building.
Most have access doors into a fairly large space that would be ideal for a
cache. With the power out, these boilers would be off. Make sure they are
electrically powered and not coal, as survivors could start a warming fire
in them if they are. You could even put some rubble in and around the
boiler to camouflage the cache. The more it is junked up, the less likely it
will be looked at closely.

•   Buildings with courtyards—Some are concrete, but others are brick,
flagstone, or grass. Many have large concrete planters or statues. It
should not take too much thought to be able to cache here. This, of
course, is an area where you could be under unknown observation. If the
building was a group’s survival location, being observed by unwanted
survivors is not a consideration. The only potential problem here is if
raiders run the survival group out of the building and occupy it, getting to
the cache may be problematic. Also, the cache may have to be installed
during reduced visibility or inclement weather if outside, as it is subject to
outsider observation.

•   Parks and vacant lots—All cities have parks and vacant lots both large
and small. These are good places to cache if you are not seen by everyone
in town. Late at night may be good. In my experience, if you cache by
digging it is extremely difficult to camouflage the dig spot. A good place
would be under play stations for children. Clear the safety chips, and if it
is not concrete, dig and cache, then put the safety chips back and spread



some creative rubble and trash and hope for the best. Do not cache all
critical items in one cache site. Vacant lots present many cache potentials,
but again you must ask if anyone is watching. The good thing here is that
after the disaster, you will not have to worry about a developer building a
structure over your cache.

•   Commercial buildings—There are numerous places in commercial
buildings where caches could be positioned. Most commercial buildings
are full of machinery, storage materials, small rooms, plumbing pipes, air
conditioning vents, etc. There are literally tens of thousands of places
where caches could be hidden. Many commercial buildings are full of
waste and rubble. If abandoned, these would be excellent places for small
and maybe large caches, but do not use rubble that can be burned for
heat. The possibilities in these structures are endless—from old chimneys
to hidden ledges and oil or wastewater sumps. Careful study of these
areas and imagination will give you some great cache sites.

•   Single-dwelling survival locations—All of these ideas should be
considered if they exist in or around the structure. If the location is on a
slab or you have a concrete patio, it would be simple to cut out a section
of sod, dig under the slab, and cache what you want. Fill the hole and
replace the sod. Any sign of caching will soon be erased by nature. You
could also put some light rubble over the site to camouflage it. Another
good place is under sheds, doghouses, or anywhere on the property that
lends itself to your needs that would look normal and not like an obvious
cache site. Again, the cache site should be installed at night or in the early
hours.

I am sure this opens some thought on caches, but the old standbys
of cutting into floors and walls and camouflaging with rubble should
not be forgotten. If I were putting in a cache, whether it was outside
or inside, I would have the group do several things before and after
caching, but you will have to make your own decisions and then roll
the dice that they were good ones.



Commercial buildings are often full of waste and rubble. (Lorraine Boogich)

When Caching
•   I would do several walk-throughs to assess the site to determine it is what

I need.
•   Once chosen, I would put the site under twenty-four-hour covert

surveillance to see what traffic comes through the area.
•   I would wait for a dark or inclement night to install and camouflage the

site.
•   I would do a walk-through the next day to check the camouflage and have

the site under twenty-four-hour covert tactical surveillance.

If the cache was detected going in, it would be dug up immediately
by whoever saw the team install it. The surveillance team would be a
tactical team that could deal with anyone attempting to dig up or
steal the hidden goods to retrieve them for their group’s benefit.
Some people will say this is paranoid, but I say it is a good, smart
tactic in a Survive While Surviving situation. Groups who think this
way have a better than average chance of still being alive if the
disaster situation ends and normal times return. For example, if your
cache of interest has ammunition in it and you are in a fight with
looters and are running out of ammunition, the cache is your
resupply that will keep you alive. If you get to the cache where you



put it and find your ammunition is gone—stolen by someone who
observed you putting it in—would these tips have been paranoia or
good tactics?

In my world, everything that is cached is in either square or round
PVC pipe with end caps and a desiccant bag for absorbing moisture
inside. If buried outside, the seal lines on the end caps are sprayed
with water seal or bed liner to ensure there is no water leakage into
the container. All food is double wrapped and left in its original bags
before being placed into the PVC pipe and buried. There are other
ways to seal a cache that are easily found on the Internet. I use PVC
pipe for its durability, and I can determine the length and shape I
need.

Caching in a Rural Area
This should be a safer drill than caching in an urban area, but I
would not throw away good tactics here. I would still do my walk-
through, observe the site for a day, put it in at night, check the
camouflage the next day, and have it under tactical surveillance for a
day after the cache was put in. The places available in rural areas
are in the millions over several hundred acres.

Where to Cache in Rural Areas
•   In and around the survival location
•   In burned-out buildings
•   In dry streambeds
•   Underwater in lakes, ponds, and streams
•   Between large boulders in boulder fields
•   In hollow trees
•   In dense growths of bushes
•   Under existing trails or roads
•   Under prominent trees on steep slopes
•   In swamps or high-water areas

Again, all my caches are in PVC pipe. I usually use square for
ammunition in factory boxes, round for weapons and other



equipment, and both square and round for food and other needed
survival items. Things that are cached underwater are always
attached to a hidden pull cord, the PVC has two desiccant bags in it,
and the entire PVC package is sprayed with two coats of leak seal. I
have not sunk food in water, but I tend to bury it in areas of good
drainage and away from areas subject to erosion. There are no
guarantees when caching that Mother Nature will not take your
cache away. Stay away from avalanche and rock slide areas. Bad
flooding during heavy rain years could take your underwater cache
away. In dry streambeds, I tend to bury them deep.

Total knowledge of your cache sites is imperative; you should be
able to find them in the dark. You should also have them recorded as
waypoints on your GPS, though those devices may not be around in
a long-term survival situation when batteries run out. I tend to put the
cache in at night. If you are putting one in during the day, you should
be masked from long-range observation. If you are putting in your
cache and one ridgeline over someone is watching with binoculars,
unless you are following the recommended tactical principles you will
lose your cache. As in urban areas, I believe the cache will be
approached and dug up immediately once the observers think you
are out of the area.

You will always find great places to cache; the hard part will be
picking good places you can cache without being seen. This is much
harder in urban areas, of course. Caching requires a smart, tactical
mind, especially in a survival situation where people will be looking
at and salvaging anything they think can be of use for their survival
or barter material. Periodically, check on your caches while hunting,
wood or water gathering, or security patrolling. There is no need to
approach the cache site any closer than you need to make sure the
site has not been found. Good tactical principles and a little luck will
ensure your caches stay safe from prying eyes and others who
would look on stealing a cache as good luck in their survival efforts.
When burying weapons and ammunition, beware of metal detectors.
Do a double cache—dig a deep hole for your weapons or
ammunition and have at least a foot or more of dirt, then have a
cache of tools or nails, bolts, etc. Hopefully anyone using a metal



detector will not check further after finding the tools. In tests this has
been the case every time.

When preparing, a little practice caching will go a long way in
making you successful if disaster strikes. I am not saying that bad
luck will not get your caches found—that is always a possibility.
Caching, as is everything else in a survival environment, is not a
guarantee you will be successful. There is always an enhanced
chance of success if the tactical techniques discussed previously are
followed. But remember, your group is most likely not the only
trained group out there, and everyone is in a survival situation, which
makes everything fair, including the finding and taking of someone
else’s cache site. You must become an expert at restoring the area
to its natural look. This is easier said than done.

When choosing rural cache sites, pick areas that would not lend
themselves to development—not that you would have this worry
after the disaster—such as steep hills, cliff areas, scree slopes, etc.
Before the disaster, caching in an area where you plan to leave the
cache until needed may be a problem if a developer builds a housing
area over your cache. I have heard stories of this actually happening
to people before. With GPSs available, always have a GPS
coordinate of the site. Stay away from power lines and outstanding
or known natural sites, as many folks use these places to look for
things buried with metal detectors. The more remote the area, the
better. At the end of the day, there is always a chance that either
man will find it or nature will take it away. There are no guarantees.
As with anything, good planning, research, and proper technique
lend themselves to success.


